This dissertation seeks to describe and explain long-term trends in violence. By combining homicide data from a variety of sources between 1200 and 2000 this dissertation finds that trends in violence in Western societies have declined markedly over the last eight centuries. While some nations display a larger decline than others, the downward trend is visible in all nations for which long-term data are available. Further analysis of the data reveals that the decline in homicide is driven by marked declines of homicide in certain social groups, ultimately leading to a concentration of offending among young lower status males. Whereas a downward pattern qualifies the overall trend, recurrent periods of increasing violence can also be found in the data. Upward trends in homicide are largely driven by increases in offending among young lower status males.
